The ev

By Bess Winakor

Paol B, Magit had probisms. But he was withstanding them
In style

His Joguar XJ-6 sedan was in the shop and he was reduced
to halling tacxis,

His apartment was In @ bl of 8 shambles, thanks o a pany
he gave for his 14year-old doaughter, Lorl, to celebrate her
graduation from jenler high school,

He wns siting in his picture-and-poster-laked affice taking
phone ¢alls — oné from soméon® unable to gel his fruck door
open, another about the delivery of custom-mnde T-shirt wiit-
ress dresses, And o third ehout a lighting lease — among
otkers,

He was abowt (o dash kame (o his apartment on the 43 foar
of & Nenr Morth 5ide high-rise, He had an hour fo pack and
eatch o plane o Wew York for a two<lay buying trip fer
clothes fo siock his Paul B stofes.

Bui the main thing on his mind — and the source of mast of
the phone culls = was PBM (for his nitials), his organization
whhich 15 opaning-the Concert Club, his “contemporary entér-
talnment showcase," mi the Happy Medium Monday night.

-

olution of Paul B

"y fodt all abong thet Fashion and music and
art are related,” says store owner Pavl B, Magit,
who i golng Inte the rock promotion

bininess &l tha Hoppy Medivm, (Sun-Timea
Phote by Bob Fila)

Maggiie Bell, who has been compared 1o the late Janis Joplin,
hendliness,

Paul! Magis, the curly-balred man who nodsily opened Paul
B, his fiirst stors, o6 Rosh 5t nine vears sgo and expanded to
ather mmens of the city and even outelde, has becomit & proao-
ter of mmsicians meore or kss in the rock genre.

He moys it was an evolidonury thing. growing oul of his

changing Interests over the years, He frankly admits the In-
come from the stores made it possible. But 5o did the iriends
ha made along the way,

“1 was not Paul B before the stores, The stores wene Paul B
and | became them, simply because [ was the boad™ ho
eplaing. What doss (hat mean? Mapgit talls about the chang-
ing erientation of the stores, from Californin to Scandinavia 1o
Mew York, to very young, and mow to European fashion de-
signers, “'These changes reflect changes in my Hie-style,
changes 1've gone through,” he adds, completing a circular
definition be ssems anabie o plerce,

He savs his Hie-style is fast-moving, intecnationsl, ones
ind free, and bé can’t difine it |n Concrede (ermsa.

“What 1 do reflecis what 1 feel. 1 have po speclilc desirgs or
goals other than to continee,™ he save. He | considering ex-
parding the club 1o sther entertaipment Arens Or even record
companies, artist manepement and broader promaotion,

I ea ekt all n]mg thit faskion and music and art ore =
laced," he states.

The Influences on Magit inchide Peter Max, the nriist whose
sivecess f 50 commercinl it has potien his work on the back of
bses mnd even onto & récent postage stamp, and oos Swaml
Satchidinanda, whom Magit met through Mas.

frisnd-amd nlana to inke B two
children — Lori and his Wennis-playing som, Fob, who ks 15 —

to spend o week with Max in Woodsiock, N.Y., later this
sommer. Magit is also Max's business consultant. He credits
b

Max with brisglag kim Inis yoga, which, he says, has taught
him o “flow, o be ahla fo move freely withoal encem- -

Magit leorned yoga from the swami, But the swami s In
New York, end Magit spends much of his time in Chicago and
Europe, 5o he doesn't sée ibe swiaml & whole kol thess duys.

In fact, Magit is off to Corsica in & couple of weeks [0 see
Brigette Arlel, & French actreas he represents. She played the

[ role of Edith Piaf In the movie, “Piaf." He's also constdering

buying i bouge 1a the south of Franog.

Yet the twice-married and divorced Maglt says, “A major
poriion of my life now |s devoted to my children. They're nol
only my children but close friends,” Their photographs on his
office wall are among the larpest.

“I'm probably the most honest person [ know. I haven't got
{ime for any falsities. 1 haven't g0t the enorgy fo remember,
I'm completely fres with my emotiong. .

At 151 lomt 55 pounds, which changed n not-tod-hoppy
ﬂﬁﬂhﬁwﬂam?l?‘m.htﬂgﬂlﬂlwmmﬂﬂm
vears age | started Pagl B and began traveling as a result of
it. There 3 nothing P'm trying to project. I'm just me.”


www.paulbmagit.com/pbm.html
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